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TO THE MAN IN THE MOON, 
v/ _PRESIDENT OF THE LUNARIAN SOCIETY. 


e 

R&sstrieas Sir, 

| Your sudden appearance in our benight- 
ed city, has made a wonderful noise. Every one has 
something to say of you aiid the labours of your associ- 
ates....iu short, the whole town seems to be Moon-struck. 
I was lately in a mixed company, where your merits were 
fully discussed by those who could understand your in- 
tentions, as well as by those who could not. One of tlie 
gentlemen loungers of Chancery-lane, was very solici- 
tous to know what was the hidden mystery of your Greek 
motto, and, at the same time, hoped you might be pu- 


nished for the contempt of courts which you commit, 


when you insinuate that your rays have penetrated the 


walls of the venerable edifice which straddles across Cal- 
vert-street like a modern Colossus. 

But as Ido not mean to aet the part of an eaves-drop- 
per, unless I think my communications may produce some 
advantage both to you and your readers, I shall at pre- 


‘sent merely call your attention to one part of the conver- 


sation. A very charming young lady, whose vivacity 
and good sense never fail to inspire as much delight as 
your mellow beams infuse into the soft souls of two sym- 
pathetic lovers, complained of the neglect with which 
you treat the females of Baltimore, in turning over the 
care of their pink stockings to the superintendance of 
the stars, and of the scandalous indignity of classing 
them with water-stock and the fall of empires. 
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I must acknowledge that I was surprised at this re= 
mark, as the lady is one of the few who pay more regard: 
to the improvement of the head than the colour of hose. 
However, I hope you will indulge them in taking these 
matters under your especial charge, by which means you 
may command their attention, when you deign to ho- 
nour us with a speculation upon more important topics. 

To one of your profound erudition, aided by the accu- 
rate knowledge of human nature which you must have 
acquired in the Lunar regions, it would be mere superero- 
gation, to expatiate on the necessity of enjoying the pa- 
tronage of the fair: and I fear it would oflend the gravi- 
ty of such a personage, were I to dilate on the pleasure 


of winning theirapproving smiles. 


— 
BY THE MAN IN THE MOON. 

Our new correspondent will find, that we have not ne- 
elected the subject of bis petition. All matters apper- 
taining to the governance, direction, illumination and 
protection of the fair, are confided to the zeal and abili- 
ties of the youngest and most gallant member of the Lu- 
narian Society, Mr. Lewis Luratick, who is enjoined ne- 
ver toslumber at his post. Among other particulars, we 
have desired him to be very careful, 

1. Tointerrupt all simpering beaux from whispering 
in the corner of a ball-reom, about the temperature of 
the weather ; it being presumed that the ladiesare alrea- 
dy acquainted withthe state ofthe atmosphere, from the 
last year’s almanac or the present year’s muslin. 

2. To suffer no gentleman to squeeze the hand of a la- 
dy, unless he be her partner for life, or....a cotillon....and 
in either case, not too often nor with too much “ gentle: 
violence.” 
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MOONSHINE. 


3. To prevent, if possible, every female, except oid 
maids, who live upon their own income and have not 
more than three cats to maintain, to play at loo, brag or 
Tommy-come-tickle-me. And the said last mentioned 
spinsters, are recommended to play the last mentioned 
game, if they can find any honest yeomen who have no 
cat to support and want one, and wear hose, which suf- 
fers the wind to kiss their bare heels. 

4, ‘l’o prevent all females of whatever age or condition, 
except those who envy the reputation of their neigh- 
bours, from talking scandal or drinking cordial before 
tea. 

5. ‘To prevent any lady from wearing all foreign 
millinery, and telling the cost of it : we having cogent 
reasons for believing, that all dresses made in France are 
upwards of two inches and seven-eighths too short for 
a medest woman, and too dear for a prudent one: and 
moreover, that they are calculated to excite the imperti- 
nent stare of our sex, and the envious gaze of some of 
theirown. From thisinterdiction, we are willing to ex- 
cept all young ladies, who, like Cinderella, owe their 
charms to the effects of magic and paint, and are willing 
te gain a husband by the symmetry of a foot. 
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MOONSHINE, 


GLANCES AT LIFE. 


flerdédotus, imitating the father poet, whose life he had written, 
hath besprinkled his work with many fabulosities. 
BROWNE. 


By VINCENT LUNARDL Ese. Sec. Lu. So. 


Our society is composed of characters so various, that 
a contemplative philosopher might style itan epitome of 
the world. And being aided in our,deliberations by the 
observations of our learned President who has had more 
experience than any mortal man,we can confidently boast 
acombination of talents which are not surpassed by the 
National Institute, or even the American Philosophical 
Society. We have theorists in every department of 
science, andalthough theirexperiments have not yet pro- 
duced any visible advantages to the community, they 
have not lost their courage. One of them lately disco- 
vered a method of ascertaining the longitude, and a sub- 
scription was immediately opened, to defray the expen- 
ses necessarily incident to the practical prosecution of 
his labours. ..One half of all the pecuniary profits, ex- 
cepting the £. 25,000 to be given by the English Board 
of Admiralty, was tobecome the reward of the liberal 
patronage of tle subscribers: Matters were going on 
swimmingly, until an unlacky old put, who was asked 
for his three dollars, happened to require a demonstration 
of thetheory. It was then discovered, that the machine 
was admirably calculated for the inhabitants of the 
Moon, but could not possibly be employed in this nether 
world. Our President, who is the organ of communica- 
tion between the Lunar world and the Earth, will carry 
it to the Moon, the next time he visits that luminary : ha- 
ving entercd into bonds for the faithful distribution of 
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WOONSHINE. 37 


the profits of all the patent rights which he may vend 
among the Lunar navigators. 

Another of our members, who traces his pedigree as 
far back as the time of one of his ancestors who was 
boatswain to Noah, has employed the last seventy years 
in compiling a HISTORY OF TEARS, from the time of the 
flood down to that of the loss of the Gun-boat in a corn- 
field in South Carolina. He has often attempted to read 
it to us, but his eyes have become so weak by continual 
weeping over the calamities which he has described, that 
the society has prevailed upon him to postpone the task. 
‘The whole work is divided into ninety-seven volumes 
folio; but it is so planned, that any part or parts may be 
read without observing the hiatus. He has wisely adopt- 
ed this method, for the convenience of Jounging readers, 
who may not be disposed to dip deeply into the subject. 
Iam credibly informed, that he has introduced a very 
classical dissertation upon the grief of Niobe, who was 
changed into a stone, as the chronicles of that age relate, 
because she had the presumption to think herself more 
beautiful than Latona. This he has fully proved to be 
entirely a fiction, representing the trigidy of the climate 
of Lydia. It seems, according to his argument, that 
Niobe being a woman of very sober habits, had gone to 
church to worship the mother of Apollo and Diana, 
but upon seeing some of her neighbours better dressed 
than herself, she fell to crying. Inthis situation she re- 
mained until the morning, when she was found stone 
dead and surrounded with a complete coat of ice. The 
weather continued to be so cold for the following nine 
days, that the sextons and grave diggers were frost-bitten 
in attempting to bury her. But on the tenth she was de-~ 
cently interred, and a motto expressive of her untimely 



































































38 MOONSHINE. 


fate was engraved upon her tomb-stone in the Beotian 


dialect, by a celebrated stone-cutter of that time, whe 
was also one of the Areopagi. , 

The death of Artemisia, another cryer of antiquity, he 
g ; it being recorded of her 


(Plin. 36, c. 5) that she even drank a decoction of the 


attributes to hard drinkin 


ashes of herhusband. Her famous mausoleum was built 
for no other purpose than co conceal these tippling fro- 
dicks from the world. 

He has moreover, introduced some remarks very use- 
ful to all cryers, upon the celebrated incantation of the 
Goddess of Justice, the present orthography of which he 
clearly proves to be a vile and unmeaning corruption, 
trom the Gallic Oyez, Oyez, Oyez. 

About three hundred and eighty pages of his sixty fiftr 
volume, are devoted to a critical and metaphysical ana- 
dysis of the following tetrastick. 

If the man who Oysters cries, 
Cry not when his father dies, 
*Tis a proof that he would rather 


Have an Oyster than his father. 


Here he has entered very fully into the history of the 
different species of bi-valves, and detailed the various 
modes of cooking the Oyster. He has also shown more 
black letter learning than any of the commentators up- 
on Shakespere, by an investigation of the appetites, pas- 
sions and desires of this odd fish, and completely demon- 
strated, that “an Oyster may be crossed in love...” 
But in his conclusion nothing is concluded, and he ho- 
nestly confesses that he cannot account for the unfeeling 
<jisposition of him who would cry Oysters and yet not 
weep at the death of his father. He once submitted the 
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MOONSHINE. 59 


question to an ingenious casuist in Philadelphia, but that 
gentleman, whether he was unable to solve the difficulty, 
or infected with the mania of the city, only answered him 
by a pun. 

Next, he takes into consideration the various causes of | 
weeping, with a more particular reference to the death ofa Be 
parent. Somechildren cry, he says, because they are | 
sorry ; some for gladness,” and others because it is the 
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fashion....Some young ladies because their sables do not 
become their complexion, or have been made so negli- 
gently as not to display the elegant symmetry of their 


. Sere eget 
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persons. I pass over his wise disputation on the rea- 
sons why the Macedonian conqueror wept for new worlds 
to subdue, and likewise, why children cry for the Moon, 
lest I should prevent his book from selling. 

But among the members of the Lunarian Society, 
perhaps no one isso deeply filled with the substance call- a 
ed Moonshine, as Lewis Lunatick. In his younger days,,. 
this unfortunate gentleman was struck by a Moon-beam 
which was almost overcharged with flames and darts and 
all the etceteras watch compose the fearful artillery or tak 
love. Since that period he has roamed through the world 
“ sighing like furnace.” ‘To his sensitive heart every wo- 
man is an angel; every breath isasigh. The good old 
books which his father bequeathed to him have all been 
exchanged for “The Vicissitudes of the Heart; The 
“ Delusions of Fancy;” The “ Victim of Sentiment ;” 
and such volumes which contain every thing but common ny! 





* Then they for sudden joy did weep * 
And I for sorrow sung, 
That such a King should play bo-peep, 


And play the fools among. 
SHAKESPERE. 
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sense. When he first started on the career of life, the 
prospect was fair and inviting. Descended from a res- 
pectable family, his education was such, as comported 
with his situation. Nature had adorned his mind with 
every talent which emulation requires, and his person 
was formed to captivate the admiration of the fair. With 
all the flattering forebodings of future eminence which 
such advantages promised, he entered on the practice 
ofthe law. But the tedious probation which is necessa- 
ry to be passed, even by the brightest genius, in that pro- 
fession, damped his aspiring hopes and enervated bis ex- 
ertions. Idleness, the destructive syren which ever ho- 
vers over the path of youth, spread her delusive snare, 
and ambition, after a short struggle, sighed and resigned 
herself a willing victim to her toils. The mighty 
mind of Hercules was reduced to the distaff, and his per- 
son was honoured and disgraced by the slipper of Om- 
phale. 

In vain did Lunatick contemplate the bright goal of 
his former race—in vain did he resolve to discontinue the 
company of the Muses and ery, vitanda est insidia syren 
desidia. He had only like the Younger Lyttleton, the re- 
selution to make good resolutions, and there he stopped. 
The grave Blackstone would oft times relax the stern 
severity of his brow, and Justice would beckon the wan- 
derer to the vestibuleof her temples. But he had pene- 
trated an enchanted grove where volition surrendered her 
power to the wand of pleasure, and idleness laying her 
-hand upon a volume of Rabelais, would swear he should 
not depart her courts. Thus in time, the twelve Judges 
were forgotten, while he listened to the inspiration of the 


nine Muses, and gazed upon the Graces. 
* * 
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